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Impact Report 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
 
Over the years, the support of our donors has enabled the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) 
Foundation to significantly provide the LAFD with life-saving equipment and programs. Despite 
the devastating wildfire seasons, COVID-19 pandemic, and civil unrest that plagued Los Angeles 
over the past five years, the LAFD Foundation managed to provide more than $19 million of 
equipment and programs to the LAFD. 
 
In fact, every member of the LAFD – from a firefighter at a local fire station - to the Urban 
Search and Rescue members – to our Youth Education Program team - has been touched with 
equipment and tools funded by individuals and organizations like you. 
 
Last year, the LAFD Foundation embarked upon its most ambitious project to date, raising more 
than $2.6 million to purchase a light-duty helicopter for the LAFD. In addition to the helicopter 
purchase, the LAFD Foundation also provided a record-breaking $1+ million in grant requests 
through its Adopt-A-Fire-Station program. In the 2022-2023 fiscal year, the LAFD Foundation 
provided the LAFD with $4,691,787 of equipment and programmatic support. 
 
This document showcases the impact donaXons have had on the Department. As you will see, 
every donaXon makes a difference. The FoundaXon’s success would not have been possible 
without the generous outpouring of donors who believe in the work that we do. The LAFD 
FoundaXon is grateful for your support. 
 
FIRE 7 – Newest Addi0on to the LAFD’s Air Opera0ons Fleet 
 
With its year-end donaXon push, the LAFD FoundaXon was 
able to complete its fundraising efforts to purchase the Bell 
505 helicopter for the LAFD. In February 2023, the newly 
named FIRE 7, joined the LAFD’s Air OperaXons fleet which 
includes six other aircraa. 
 
FIRE 7, is a versatile, light-duty platform configured to the 
LAFD’s stringent performance specifications. The LAFD’s 505 
model is outfitted with specialized equipment including a 
searchlight, night vision capability, rescue hoist, and a 180-gallon water tank, making it multi-
mission capable.  The aircraft is also equipped with upgraded safety features, including energy 
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crash attenuating seats with 4-point harnesses, rupture-resistant fuel tanks, and a cutting-edge 
protection system to mitigate the risks of wire strikes while flying at low altitudes.   

After a few weeks of training and familiarization, 
FIRE 7, was put into action to assist swift water 
rescue operations that occurred because of late-
winter flooding. Once fire season approaches, 
FIRE 7 will serve its primary function of providing 
helicopter command and control when more 
than two aircraft are in the air. The helicopter 
will also assist with aerial recon and mapping, 
and wildfire suppression. Lastly, the new 
helicopter will also serve as a training aircraft for 
all of the LAFD flight instructors and new LAFD 
pilots.  

 
 
“FIRE 7 has improved capabili6es, including a higher capacity water tank and 
more modern instruments. [As a training plaBorm,] It will help familiarize new 
pilots with a single engine craF before they move to flying dual engines.”    
 
Captain Brandon Ruedy, Air Opera3ons Unit, Fire Sta3on 114 
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Adopt-A-Fire-Sta0on Program 
 
As one of the most important programs impacHng the LAFD members on a daily basis, the Adopt-A-Fire-
StaHon (AAFS) program strives to maintain the equipment and appliances housed at each of the 106 
LAFD fire staHons. The fire stations are “home” for the members and Equipment and appliances are used 
around the clock. The frequent use of these items creates a shorter lifespan and greater repair incidents 
for these essenHal items. Before the AAFS program existed, LAFD members paid for replacement and 
repair costs themselves. 
 

 
 

 “We work around the clock. The new refrigerator has been instrumental in 
improving our morale, making our meals, and everything like that. Our old 
fridges, we used to need two or three side by side just to add up to this one.”    
 
Firefighter Grabarewitz, Fire Sta6on 14 
 

 
The AAFS program offers individuals and neighborhoods a way to 
give back to their local station and say thank you for the selfless 
service firefighters deliver each day. Once the LAFD Foundation 
receives funding, the respective station is contacted, and the 
needed items are purchased and delivered to the stations. 

 
Over the past year, the LAFD Foundation fulfilled a record-breaking 
400 requests, resulting in 82% of the LAFD fire stations receiving 
pieces of equipment through the program. This exponential growth 
– over $1 million spent last year – illustrates the growing needs of 
the fire stations, particularly in underserved communities. 
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Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Adopt-A-Fire-Sta0on Category Expenditures 
 

 

CATEGORY TOTAL FUNDED ITEMS INCLUDED 

Appliances $ 185,511.26 

Washer/Dryers, 
Refrigerators/Freezers, 
Dishwashers, BBQs, Ice 

Machines, Small Kitchen 
Appliances 

Electronics $ 52,524.91 WIFI Upgrades, TVs & 
Monitors, Speakers 

StaQon Enhancements $ 221,319.44 

Storage Sheds, Furniture, 
La Z Boys, Cabinets, PaQo 
Furniture, Laundry Room 
& Front Office Upgrades 

Fitness $ 226,646.97 

Commercial Fitness 
Equipment, Rower, 
Weights, Treadmill, 

EllipQcal, Weights, Leg 
Machines 

Equipment 
Upgrades/Replacement $ 306,836.11 Porta coolers, Tools, 

Brush Fire Equipment 

In-Kind DonaQons $ 379,640.88 
Fitness Equipment, 

Ma_resses, 
Robot(hazmat) 

TOTAL $ 1,372,479.57  
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Firefighter Safety & Health  

As first responders, firefighters experience some of the most significant types of occupational 
stress and health issues compared to other professions. Recent studies are beginning to show 
the physical and mental tolls that this career has on firefighters and their families. Over the 
course of time, the physicality of their career often leads to numerous musculoskeletal injuries 
that often require surgery or result in long-term pain and discomfort. The data on the 
behavioral impact is equally daunting. An estimated 1 in 5 firefighters will suffer from PTSD 
during their career and more firefighters are dying by suicide than in the line of duty. 

 
As a result of the contributions received, the LAFD Foundation funded $175,394 of 
equipment and programs to directly aid firefighters with immediate and long-term needs 
addressing both physical and mental health. 
 

• Of the total amount funded, $81,140 directly addressed 
the LAFD’s behavioral health needs through counseling, 
group support events, and specialized training. 

• The LAFD also purchased six extractors for $69,254. 
These specialized commercial washing machines 
remove carcinogens and other harmful particulates 
from firefighters’ personal protective gear, helping to 
minimize toxin exposure.  
 

• Approximately $25,000 was used to support the 
Department’s Canine Therapy Program which currently 
has two certified therapy dogs/handlers who are 
deployed to critical incidents to help firefighters manage the heavy stress and emotions 
they experience when responding to traumatic events. 

 

 
 

“Willow is not just a companion, but a 
beacon of comfort and healing to all 
our LAFD members. Together, we 
navigate the storms of trauma, 
offering solace to those in need. In her 
gentle gaze and wagging tail, Willow 
carries the power to restore 
resilience.”    
 
BaValion Chief Robert Takeshita, 
LAFD Peer Support Counselor & 
Therapy Dog Handler 
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Emergency Medical Services 
 
The LAFD serves as the largest provider of acute, unscheduled medical care, responding to 
more than 500,000 calls annually. This translates to an average of 1,500 emergency medical 
calls daily, with over 600 patients requiring transport to the hospital. The goal of the LAFD is to 
respond to every patient as quickly and safely as possible while providing the best treatment 
possible. 
 
Over the past year, the LAFD Foundation purchased $103,146 of medical devices that provided 
the LAFD’s fast response units with enhanced diagnostic abilities as well as equipment to 
increase cardiac patient survival rates. 
 

• Four point-of-care ultrasound devices for LAFD’s advanced response specialty units are 
being used as evaluation tools to provide real-time medical imaging. These portable 
ultrasound devices assist trained medical professionals with formulating a diagnosis 
based on symptoms and image findings. 

• The LUCAS Device is a highly advanced yet easy-to-use mechanical chest compression 
device that helps paramedics deliver hands-free consistent chest compressions to 
patients in the field or in the back of the ambulance while en route to the hospital. 
Studies have shown that the use of consistent cardiac care provided by mechanical 
compressions can increase the survival rate for cardiac patients. In the short time these 
devices have been used by the LAFD, they have demonstrated positive results. The LAFD 
Foundation purchased four LUCAS Devices this year and will continue to raise funds to 
equip LAFD’s ambulances with this life-saving technology. 

 
Brush Patrol Skid Units 
 
In an effort to increase the LAFD’s capabilities, the 
Wildland Fuel Management Division created three brush 
patrol skid units last year. This involved converting a 
standard department pickup truck into a versatile 
firefighting resource. These units serve a multipurpose 
function including helping with brush clearance, assisting 
with defending high-risk areas, and extinguishing hot 
spots during fire season.  
 
Generous contributions of $47,961 enabled the LAFD 
Foundation to fund three skid units, which consist of a 
motor, high- powered water pump, 200-gallon reservoir, 
and 200 feet of hose - all affixed to an aluminum frame. Just a two-member crew can operate 
the skid unit-equipped pickups. The units have proven to be extremely efficient for the LAFD 
and the Foundation will be seeking funding for additional units. 
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Dive Team Equipment 
 
As one of the lesser-known specialty units within the LAFD, the Department’s Dive Team 
provides primary emergency response support to the Port of Los Angeles, the largest seaport in 
the U.S. This translates to responding to calls from 25 cargo terminals, 82 container cranes, 
eight container terminals, and over 40 miles of waterfront. The Department manages this 
responsibility using a small fleet of specialized boats and firefighting personnel cross-trained in 
maritime, hazardous materials, and underwater search and rescue operations.  

The LAFD Foundation purchased over $40,000 for dive suits, backplates, wings, and 
communications equipment for this specialty unit. Funding was also provided to help create a 
training area for the divers to use. In addition to refitting the current team, new equipment was 
also provided to three new divers.  

 

“Our gear was old and needed constant 
repair. In addition to the new equipment, 
we now have enough equipment to bring 
three new divers onto the team.”   

Firefighter and Boat Operator Teter, Fire 
Station 49 

 
 

 
Youth Programs 
 
The LAFD Foundation funds vital youth 
recruitment and outreach programs 
administered by the LAFD. These programs 
offer teens and young adults the 
opportunity to explore careers in the fire 
service while they develop skills in 
leadership, teamwork, and overall 
confidence.  
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Funding from the LAFD Foundation supports 
the Department’s long-term recruitment 
efforts that reflect the diverse communities 
served by the LAFD. Growing numbers of 
newly hired LAFD recruits and drill tower 
participants credit the youth programs as the 
life-changing catalyst that propelled them 
toward a career with the LAFD. Overall, these 
efforts impacted nearly 1,000 students over 
the past fiscal year. 
 

 
"My son Ashton par6cipated in the Metro Academy Program. Since his par6cipa6on,  
I have seen an increase in the following with him. 

• Ability to look the speaker in the eye when he is having a conversa6on.  
• A burning desire to par6cipate in outside of the home ac6vi6es. 
• A willingness to work toward his future goals. 
• A more respecBul manner in which he conducts himself. 

The program has dedicated people that inspire the children to work to their highest 
standards. The students are all very excited when they graduate."    
Janet Searcy 

 
The following Youth Programs were funded during the FY2022-2023 cycle: 
 

• Cadet Program | 176 Participants 
Designed for 14 to 20-year-old individuals who are serious about pursuing a career in the 
fire service. The program resumed in 2022 after a two-year hiatus due to COVID. 
 

• Youth FIRE Program | 252 Participants 
This curriculum offers four levels of introductory firefighting and EMS activities, 
providing high school youth aged 14-18 with basic technical competencies in the fire 
service and simultaneously fostering the development of their life skills. 
 

• High School Magnet Program | 456 Participants 
Prepares Los Angeles Unified School District students for entry-level careers and post- 
secondary education in the field of public service. 
 

• Camp SPARK | 94 Participants 
Two-day fire camp for high school girls ages 14-18 aiming to instill 
confidence, leadership, and awareness of firefighting as a career choice. 
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The funding accomplishments highlighted in this document were made possible through 
generous contributions ($1,000 +) from loyal friends, foundations, corporate sponsors, and 
charitable organizations. Thank you for helping to meet the LAFD’s most pressing needs.  
 

 

20th Century Fox Television 
ABC7 
ACCO Engineered Systems 

Marc Ackerman 
Greg Adams 
Mike Ahmar 
Air Lease Corporation 

Air Products 
Amazon 
American Landscape Inc 

Angel City Football Club 
The Annenberg Foundation 
Antonieta Arango 

AT&T 
Pramod Atluri 
Jeanne Axler 
Paul & Anissa Balson 
Banc of California Charitable  
Foundation 
Bank of America 
The Barnwood Foundation 

Barrister Executive Suites 
Laurie Baughman 
George & Karen Bayz 
Bel Air Knolls Property  
Owners Association 

Marina Benvenga 
Bobby Berk 
Joanie Berkley 

Ada Berman 
James Berryman 
Beverly Center 

Big Indie Cake 
Adam Biren 
Braemar Country Club 
The Brent Shapiro Foundation 
for Drug Awareness 

Jessica & Ian Bricke 
Brittany Brink 
Cahuenga Pass Property  
Owners Association 
Caliber Collision Centers  
Foundation 

Californians for Energy  
Independence 
Alexander Caruso 
Caruso Family Foundation 
CBRE 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Charity Buzz 
Lauren & Ken Chirba 

Danny Chon 
Christina Development  
Corporation 
Chuck and Candy Goodwin  
Charitable Fund 
Bokyung Chung 

Kenneth Cinotto 
The Claremont Club 
Elizabeth Comley 
Competitive Aquatics Supply 

Confidence Foundation 
Scott Cooper 
Debra & Kirby Coryell 

Kathryn Cunha 
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The Daniel Gilroy & Rene  
Russo Family Trust 
The David Geffen Foundation 

Robert Davidow 
Hugo deCastro Family 
Eric DeGoldsmith 
Guillermo del Toro 

Delta Air Lines 
Dennis E. and Dale Weiss  
Fund 
Susan Dietz 

Gina DiSalvo-Burcham 
The Dolotta Family 
Oscar Dominguez 
Susan drake 

Bob Ducsay 
Dume Wolverine Foundation 
Earl Lewis Goldberg Family  
Trust 
The Eli and Edythe Broad  
Foundation 
Entertainment Industry  
Foundation 

Mark Epstein 
Eric Esrailian 
Graham & Andrea Everett 

Sean Fahey 
Farmers Insurance Group 
FedEx 
Firefighters First Credit Union 

Margaret Forman 
French Productions 
Friese Foundation 

Tamara Fritz 
Frontier Kemper  
Constructors, Inc. 
Gary Sinise Foundation 
Melvin Geliebter 

Carol George 
Jana Giles 

Gillian Goldman 
Brian Good 
Eric & Maxine Greenspan 

Bonnie Grey 
Griffin Family Fund 
Bennett Gross 
Jeffrey Hale 

Regina Hall 
Robert Haralambopoulos 
Harbor Freight Tools  
Foundation 
Richard Hart 

Dorothy Hatfield 
Hathaway Dinwiddie 
The Hearthland Foundation 

Katherine Heimark 
Karen Heiting 
Debby Helm 
Irene Hensel 

Richard & Jeanne Hersh 
Helena Hershkowitz 
Craig Hetzer 

Jackie & Rich Hollander 
Jules Horowitz 
Yuan-Jau Huang 

HUB International Insurance  
Services Inc. 
Sara Huddleston 
Marc Jacoby 
Edward & Aya Jakobovits 

Marie Edery James 
Jankovich Company 
Pila Jessie 
Joanne Marie & Marcel  
George Foundation 

The John A. and Donna S.  
Sussman Charitable Fund 
Joseph and Fiora Stone  
Foundation 
Deborah & Ivan Kallick 

Andrew Kane 
Kang Dream Foundation 
Mary Ellen Kanoff 

Nasys Karasoulas 
Katie McGrath and JJ Abrams  
Family Foundation 
Caya Kaufman 
John Keaney 

Martin Kennedy 
Christopher Keyser 
Mary Klee 
Dorena Knepper 

David Koh 
Carrie Konjoyan 
Thomas Lackey 

Daniel Castellaneta &  
Deborah Lacusta 
LaFetra Foundation 
Peter LaFleche 
Lake Hollywood Homeowners  
Association 
Le Terra LLC 

Rik Lestelle 
Diana & Barry Levinson 
Pamela Lifford 

Logan Industry LLC 
Darla Longo 
David Lopez 

Los Angeles Chargers 
Los Angeles Council District One 
Los Angeles Firemen's Relief Association 
Los Angeles Football Club 
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Los Angeles Rams 
Marilyn Lowery-De Croix 

Melissa Lucas 
Kelly Malone 
Marathon Petroleum Foundation 

Howard Marks 
Selina Martinez 
Mary Margaret Sullivan Foundation 
Brandon Marz 

Robert Matheny 
Mathis Brothers 
Dan & Jane McCarroll 

McCourt 
McMaster-Carr Supply  
Company 
McQuade Family Fund 
The Mesdag Family Foundation 

Gregg Miller 
Bruce Miller 
David Mirkin 
MJK Family Foundation 

Julie Morley 
Mort & Sally Kirshner Family  
Fund 
Motorola Solutions 

Motorola Solutions Foundation 
Gary Mozer 
MPI Contracting Inc. 
Municipal Emergency Services 

Yoon & Esther Na 
Tezira Nabongo 
Deena & Ed Nahmias 

Steve & Cathy Needleman 
Dolores Negrete 
Michael Neidorf 
Neo Blue T.O.W. Inc 

Julie Williams Nesbit 
Jeffrey Neu 

Neu Brothers Holdings, Inc. 
NKSFB, LLC 
Stefan Nowicki 

Marti Noxon 
The Oaks HOA 
Donny Odom 
Lynn Oettinger Glickman 

Office of the City Clerk of  
Los Angeles 
Ontario Auto Center Dealers  
Association 
Ornest Family Foundation 
Karen Osborne 

Otis Booth Foundation 
Mary Ann Otte 
Vince Otte 
Judith Palmer 

Pangaea Entertainment Group 
Partners Bank 
William Partridge 

Pechanga Resort Casino 
Margaret Perella 
L. Pauline Perrett 

Michael Peters 
Phantasos Fund 
Phillips 66 Petroleum 
Veronica Pinto 

Pledgeling Foundation 
Lee & Jacqueline Polster 
Drew & Pauline Pomerance 

Lyle Poncher 
Porath Family Charitable Fund 
Present Family Foundation 
David Price 

PrimeCare Med Network Inc. 
Russell Quinnell 

RadNet Management Inc. 
Thomas Raffety 
Anthony Reading 

Roberta Reece Kerr 
Barry Reed 
Genise Reiter 
Natalie Rivera 

Mohammad Rizvi 
The Robert Nelson Foundation 
The Rosalinde and Arthur  
Gilbert Foundation 
Fred Rosen 

Mathew Rosengart 
Rosenthal Family Foundation 
The Rosenthal Family  
Foundation 
Heidi Roth 

Rountree Glass 
Nicholas Rumanes 
Andy Samberg 

San Manuel Band of Mission  
Indians 
Paul Sasso 
Erik Schlesselman 
Andrew Setos 

Shangri-La Construction 
The Shapiro Family Charitable  
Foundation 
Ron Shaw 
Gavin Shearer 

Sheila, Dave and Sherry Gold  
Foundation 
Aleda Siccardi 
The Sikand Foundation, Inc. 
John Sikes 
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Lisa Simpson 
Sandy & Hal Slan 

Smart & Final 
Lynnye Smith 
Smuggler Inc 

Southern California Gas  
Company 
Spiegel Family Fund 
Samir Srivastava 

Stater Bros. Charities 

Steve & Lenore Newman  
Family Foundation 
Farrel Stevins 
Straussner & Sherman 
George Strompolos 

Subaru of America, Inc. 
Sully-Miller Contracting 
Sun Valley Peoria 

Supo Foundation 
Michael Suppes 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teague Family Foundation 
Teamsters Local 1932 

The Children's Trust 
Thomas Cartwright Revocable  
Trust 
Courtney Thorne-Smith  
The Three Sisters Foundation 

John Tipton 
Surgey & Heather Tomlinson 
Torrance Logistics Company 

Traub-Brittan Family  
Foundation 
Ezequiel Triana 
Marilyn Tymchuk 
Under Wonder Films 

Underbelly Productions Inc. 
Union Bank 
United Firefighters of LA City,  
Local 112 (UFLAC)  
Universal Television 

Kenneth Uslan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sachiko Usui 
Velocity Fire Equipment 

Verizon 
F. Vogler 
Walmart 

Elisabeth & Tim Ward 
Washington Iron 
Waymo LLC 
Valentina Weilheimer 

Joanne and Kenneth Weinman 
Karen and Jerry West 
Joe White 

Whittier Trust Company 
Kenneth Winfield 
Jan & Stephen Winston 
Han Ma Um Seon Won 

Dr. Wendell & Terry Wong 
Susana Young 
Yun Dery & Morgan P.C.  
 
 

 

 


